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- ~q Waltzing Matilda relates the
' story of a swagman in
outback Queensland,

Australia in the mid-1890s.

1st Verse

A destitute swagman is
resting under a eucalyptus
tree on the banks of a
watering-hole. He is singing and passing the time. He has lit a fire and is
boiling something in a tin can (most likely tea).

2nd Verse

While there, he notices a sheep wandering down to the watering-hole
for a drink. He is hungry, so the swagman catches the sheep, Kills it,
eats what he can, and stows the rest in his backpack. (Swagmen were
so poor they didn't know where their next meal would come from. So
this sheep was an opportunity too good to miss.)

3rd Verse

Unfortunately for the swagman, the wealthy landowner comes by the
water-hole. He is mounted on his fine, expensive horse and is
accompanied by three policemen. They catch the swagman red-handed
with the remains of the sheep in his tucker bag and try to arrest him for
stealing and killing the sheep.

4th Verse

Absolutely terrified the swagman leaps up and jumps into the watering-
hole hoping to escape. Unfortunately, he drowns in the waterhole. Ever
since that day, his ghost still haunts the waterhole and can be heard
singing his song.







